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DO-IT-YOURSELF BUCKY STAND

Bucky skeletons are a great addition to your
Halloween haunt, but when it come to getting them to
stand up, it can be quite a challenge. Here are our
how-to instructions for building a nearly invisible stand
for your Bucky skeleton, which you can build it for
about $15.00.

While we have kept our design simple, there are a few critical steps. Assemble all the
materials and tools you'll be using onto a suitable work table and prepare Bucky for
surgery. Be sure to reassure him that this is only "minor" surgery and he won't feel a
thing.




DRILLTHE HOLE'S§
_ STRAIGHT THROUGH

Materials Needed:
1 - Bucky Skeleton

1 - 1/2" Galvanized Floor Flange

1 - 1/2"x8" threaded Galvanized pipe nipple
1 - 1/2"x72" Hot Rolled Plain Round Rod

4 - #12x1" Pan Head Screws

1 - 2'x2'x1" particle board or plywood

1 - Can flat black spray paint

1 - Bailing wire or plastic zip fasteners

Tools Needed:
1 - Hacksaw

1 - Utility knife or razor blade

1 - Table Vise (must be attached very securely)
1 - 1/2"x24" piece of galvanized steel pipe

1 - Yard stick or tape measure

1 - Screw driver

1 - Drill with a 5/8" spade bit

1 - Metal file

A 5/8" hole must be drilled through his tailbone for the
rod to slide through and the skeleton to rest on.

Using a razor blade or utility knife, very
carefully cut the small mound as shown in picture to
the right, off the tailbone so that it is flat.

Now using a drill with a 5/8" spade bit attached,
carefully drill a hole straight through the tailbone. If
you don't drill the hole correctly you could damage the
tail bone section.

Measuring the rod correctly is critical or when you
make the bends it may not fit correctly. From what will
be the top of the rod measure down 21 inches and
mark this point with a white or light colored crayon.

Now make a second mark 4-1/4 inches below the first
mark. These are the two places you will be bending
the steel rod.



Place the pre-marked steel rod into a very sturdy vise
with the first mark level with the edge of the top of the
vise jaws and tighten the vise securely.

SECOND MARK
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steel rod, and we recommend wearing gloves just in
case you slip or the rod should break.

Slide the 1/2"x24" pipe over the top of the rod and let
it slide down until it's sitting on the top of the vise.

Now, taking hold of the top of the 1/2" pipe, slowly,
but firmly pull forward to bend the rod to the desired
angle (about 80 degrees). This requires some muscle!

Remove the rod from the vise, turn it upside down
and replace it in the vise at the same angle you had it
in before. It's very important that the next bend in the
rod be parallel with the first bend.

As before, slide the 1/2"x24" pipe over the top of the
rod and let it slide down until it is sitting on the top of
the vise. Now, taking hold of the top of the 1/2" pipe slowly pull forward to bend the rod
to the desired angle. Set the rod aside for now.

Using a hacksaw, cut off excess rod at the bottom
and smooth with file.

Clean the Floor Flange and Steel Pipe Nipple with
soap and water to remove any oils that may prevent
paint from sticking, and let it dry thoroughly (don't
paint yet).

To make the base, find the center of the 2'x2' board you will be
using and mark it. Place the Floor Flange in the center of the board
and attach securely with four screws. Screw the 1/2"x8" pipe nipple
into the floor flange until it is tight.

Spray paint the entire base thoroughly (wooden board, floor flange
and steel pipe nipple) with flat black paint and let dry. Apply a
second coat of paint and let dry.




USE PLASTIC FASTENER HERE

Clean the Steel Rod with soap and water to remove any oils
that may prevent paint from sticking, then dry thoroughly.
Spray paint the metal rod with flat black spray paint.

Let paint dry thoroughly and then apply a second coat of
paint and let dry.

Black works best if you are using it in a dark area. You can
use a neutral color like tan or bone white as well depending
on where your Bucky will be stationed and if he is going to
be dressed or not.

The picture to the left shows what the stand should look like
when finished.

Slide the rod's top end through the hole
you drilled in the tail-bone, all the way
up until you reach the bend. The rod
should run from the top of his neck,
down to his foot. Secure with plastic ties
or bailing wire.

Because the steel rod is smaller than the inside diameter of the pipe, it does not fit
snugly. To correct this you need to use something to "shim" the extra space. We used
some scrap pieces of thick plastic. You can use card board or wood as well.

You can camouflage the base of the stand in a number of ways. If it's going to be on the
ground you can cover it with dirt or leaves. If it's going to be on a lawn you can carefully
cut a plug out of the grass a couple of inches deep, set the base in the hole and press
the grass plug back over it. If it's going to be on carpet, paint the base the same shade

as the carpet.

You can also dress your Bucky to cover the pipe. We used a Grim Reaper robe on ours.



